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XXXIV.—Additional Notes on the Ornithology of Transvaal. 
By Tuomas Ayres. Communicated by Joun lenny 
GURNEY. 

[Continued from ‘The Ibis,’ 1884, p. 233.) 


[In the following notes the species not previously recorded 
from the ‘Transvaal by Mr. Ayres are numbered consceutively 
with his previous lists.—J. H. G.] 

GYPS RUEPPELLI, Bon. Riippell’s Vulture. 

Male, Vaal river near Potchefstroom. Total length 27 
inches, wing 22°5, tail 10°5, tarsus 4, bill from gape 2°25, 
middle toe with claw 5:25. 

My brother, whilst shooting some thirty miles down the 
Vaal river, found these Vultures breeding rather plentifully, 
and brought me from one of their nests an egg which 
measures 8°75 x 2°75 inches. This egg, which was taken 
15th June, 1884, still (March 1885) smells very strongly of 
the musky odour peculiar to the Vultures; the egg was 
somewhat incubated, and as there was but one in the nest, 
that is probably the number usually laid. It is a white egg, 
very sparsely and rather faintly marked with reddish-brown 
spots of eccentric shapes, which are rather more numerous at 
the thick end of the egg than clsewhere ; the shell is rongh 

SER, V.— VOL, III. 2 B 


542 Mr. T. Ayres on the Ornithology of Transvaal. 


aud chalky; the nest was a ponderous structure of rough 
sticks placed on the top of a large and very thorny mimosa. 


Circabrus PECTORALIS, Smith. Black-chested Ilarrier- 
Eagle. 

In the winter of 1883 but very few of these Eagles ap- 
peared in the neighbourhood of Potchefstroom, but the fol- 
lowing winter not less than a dozen made their appearance 
and were seen soaring round on various occasions. Dan 
Voorie, a Dutch sportsman here, tells me that he saw one 
take a hare and, carrying it a considerable height, let it fall, 
doubtless for the purpose of killing and eating it ; but toads, 
frogs, lizards, and snakes appear to be the principal food of 
this species. 


TINNUNCULUs cENCITRIS (Naum.). Western Grey-winged 
Kestrel. 

Female, shot near Potchefstroom, 25th October, 1883. 

In October 1883 this species was plentiful in the patehes 
of mimosa bush near Potchefstroom; in a female which I 
shot the stomach was crammed with large spiders. 


TINNUNCULUS RUPICOLOIDES (Smith). Greater South- 
African Kestrel. 

In ‘ The Ibis,’ 1869, p. 288, I spoke of these Kestrels as 
“tolerably common in the open country surrounding Pot- 
chefstroom,” but they are now decidedly fewer in number in 
this neighbourhood. 


369. Scors capensis, Smith. Cape Scops Owl. 

Male, shot 25th October, 1883. Iris light yellow. 

Mr. Lucas sent me this scarce little Owl from the Rusten- 
burg district, where it is just as difficult to get as elsewhere ; 
generally one only meets with these Owls by chance, and it 
is very difficult to see them in the dusk of the evening as 
they sit quietly in a tree, and there utter their monotonous 
kroo-kroo. 


Merops apiaster, Linn. European Bee-eater. 
Three males shot at Potchefstroom, 26th October, 1883 ; 
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one adult, with the iris crimson, the other two younger birds, 
with the iris reddish brown. 


Merrops persicus, Pall. Blue-cheeked Bee-eater. 

These Bee-caters breed in considerable numbers during 
our summer months in the banks of the Vaal river, twenty 
or thirty miles from Potchefstroom. I am not aware that 
they breed elsewhere hereabouts, though there are other 
localities apparently suitable, 


MeRrors nusicoipes, Des Murs. Carmine-throated Bec- 
eater. 

Shot near the junction of the Crocodile and Notuane 
rivers, in January 1884, by Mr. Lucas, who wrote to me in 
February that this species is more numerous amongst the 
Magaliesbergen than it used to be in former years, when it 
was scarcely known in the Rustenburg district; now it is 
by no means uncommon. ‘This Bee-eater appears to assume 
its nuptial dress later than most of the family, not acquiring 
its best plumage till the latter end of December. 


370. HALCYON sEMIC#RULEA (Forsk.). African White- 
headed Kingfisher. 

The specimen sent is the first I have seen or heard of in 
this part of the country; it was shot in September whilst 
quictly sitting on a tree overhanging a pool of water some 
ten miles from Potchefstroom by our ex-Landrost Mr. 
Andries Goetz, who kindly presented it to me in the flesh. 

[The bird sent is marked as a female, and is apparently 


adult.—J. H. G.] 


CERYLE MAXIMA, Pall. Great African Kingfisher. 
This species becomes scarcer every year about Potchef- 
stroom. 


Curysococcyx cUPREUS (Bodd.). Didric Cuckoo. 

At the accustomed time last spring these Cuckoos appeared 
in more than their usual numbers, and there is little doubt 
that this species is fast increasing about here; they, how- 
ever, disappeared this year (1885) much sooner than they 
usually do, and for the last three months, from January to 
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the end of March, scarcely one, either old or young, was to 
be seen, and if by accident one was observed, it was silent 


and slunk away, making as little sign as possible. 


Coccystrs serratus (Sparrm.). Crested Black Cuckoo. 

Female, shot 25th October. ; 

This species is exceedingly scarce about Potchefstroom. 
te] 


PYCNONOTUS LAYARDI, Gum. Layard’s Bulbul. 

Male and female, Rustenburg, 26th and 27th November, 
1882. 

Nest and eggs taken. 


ACROCEPHALUS BÆTICATUS (Vienl.). Lesser South-African 
Reed-Warbler. 

Shot amongst reeds near Potchefstroom, 14th September, 
1884. 

This, I believe, is about the time when the earliest of these 
migrants appear. 


Stenostrra scira (Vieill.). Fairy Flycatcher. 

Male, Potchefstroom, 8th August. 

This species is a very early visitor to the Transvaal, ap- 
pearing about this time, which is the end of our winter and 
still very cold. These tiny birds are restless in the extreme, 
and I suppose they manage to keep themselves warm by 
constant motion. 


U ROLESTES MELANOLEUCUS (Jard. & Selby). South-African 
Long-tailed Shrike. 

This Shrike is not uncommon amongst the mimosa bush 
in some parts of the Potchefstroom district, but is more 
frequently found in the warmer bush-veldt districts. 


HypHanturcus orivacrUs (Hahn). Olive-and-yellow 
Weaver-bird. 

In the summer of 1884 these Weaver-birds were much 
more plentiful than usual in our neighbourhood; but this 
year they are unusually scarce, for which there is no apparent 
reasol.. 
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IlypHANtorNis vELATUS (Vicill.). Black-veiled Weaver- 
bird. 

In December 1882 I took a nest of this species from the 
twigs of a bush overhanging a stream at Sterkstroom, in the 
Rustenburg district. The eggs of this species are eonsider- 
ably smaller than those of H. mariquensis, but do not other- 
wise differ, and are equally variable in coloration, assuming 
various shades of verditer-speckled, pink-speckled, greenish 
speckled white, &e. The nest above mentioned contained 
two blue eggs. 


PykoMELANA onyx (Linn.). Larger Southern Red Bishop- 
bird. 

PyroMELANA Tawa (Smith). Taha Bishop-bird. 

The males of both these species are this year losing their 
breeding-plumage much earlier than usual; there is now 
(lst March, 1885) not a red specimen of the first to be seen, 
and the males of the seeond are rapidly losing their gaudy 
coats and assuming thei brown winter dress. Both these 
species, and also Chera progne, are less numerous this’ year 
than usual. 


371. VIDUA VERREAUXI, Cass. Verreaux’s Widow-bird. 

This handsome Vidua is becoming much more plentiful 
amongst the Magaliesbergen than it used to be years back. 
Then it was scarcely known in the Rustenburg district, where 
it is now by no means uncommon. ‘This species assumes its 
nuptial plumage later in the season than most of the family, 
not being in full dress till the latter eud of December, or 
even January, and on into February. 


TRERON DELALANDU, Bon. Delalande’s Pigeon. 

I found a nest of this species amongst the Magalesbergen 
towards the end of November 1882; the nest was composed 
of the usual layer of sticks aud was not more than ten feet 
from the ground ; it contained a well-fledged young bird and 
an addled white egg. 


COLUMBA ARQUATRIX, Temm. Rameron Pigeon. 
In the summer of 1882 these Pigeons appeared in con- 
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siderable numbers amongst the ravines of the Magalies 
mountains, feeding on the swect and large berries of a tree 
called by the Caffres “ moople,” which during that summer 
were very plentiful. 


PTEROCLES GUTTURALIS, Smith. Yellow-throated Sand- 
Grouse. 

This species is not at all uncommon near the village of 
Rustenburg ; in certain bare spots, where these birds find 
the peculiar seeds they are partial to: from twenty to thirty 
in a flock may often be seen. 


372. TURNIX LEPURANA, Smith. Kurrichane Hemipode. 

This is a scarce species with us; it inhabits the open 
veldt, is solitary in its habits, and is seldom or never found 
on the corn-lands with the Common Quail. 

Its length is given by Layard as 44 inches, but it measures 
in the flesh as much as 6 inches. 


Crex EGREGIA (Peters). Greater African Crake. 

Female, Potchefstroom, 6th July, 1883. Iris and bare 
eyelid crimson; bill blush ash, with the ridge dusky and 
the basal part rose-red ; tarsi and feet dusky ash-brown. 

This is an exceedingly scarce Rail in these parts; the 
specimen sent was killed with a long whip by a small boy, 
whilst running about on wheat-land, the blades of the wheat 
being then only a few inches high. 


PorZANA BAILLONI (Vietll.). Baillon’s Crake. 

Male, immature in change, Potchefstroom, 18th July, 
1883. Iris brownish red. 

This Crake is obtained here occasionally. 


373. PorPHYRIO ALLEN! (Thomps.). Allen’s Porphyrio. 

Male, Rustenburg, 11th December, 1883, shot on the Hex 
river. Iris reddish brown ; tarsi and feet crimson ; bill dark 
red, frontal shield dusky. 

This very scarce bird was sent to me by Mr. W. Lucas, 
who had it in the flesh and noted the particulars above 
transcribed. 
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Furca cristata, Gmel. Red-knobbed Coot. 

The kuob of the male bird during life is of the most lovely 
and brilliant crimson, and was particularly striking in one 
shot in April. 

Cursorius RUFUS, Gould. Burehell’s Courser. 

I think this species has increased in numbers; it appears 
plentifully in June and July, breeding in August and Sep- 
tember. 


-374, Himantorus canpipus, Bonn. Black-winged Stilt. 

Female, shot 28th July, 1883. Iris crimson ; bill black; 
tarsi and feet bright rose-red ; wings greenish black, with a 
metallic lustre; scapulars and tertials dusky brown; tail 
pale brownish grey ; the rest of the plumage white, with a 
slight grey tinge on the head below and behind the eye, and 
some little mingling of a similar tinge (but very slight) on 
the back of the head and neck. 

This specimen was shot by my brother on a marsh about 
nine miles from Potchefstroom ; it was a solitary bird, and 
had been feeding on small freshwater snails, which formed 
the contents of the stomach. 

The Stilt is one of our rarest visitors, and I never 
succeeded in shooting one, though occasionally, years ago, 
I used to see a couple on a swamp a few miles from 
Potchefstroom. 

[In the present specimen the brown colouring of the 
scapulars and tertials, coupled with the worn appearance 
of that portion only of the plumage, affords, as it seems to 
me, a strong indication of immaturity, leading to the infer- 
ence that the nearly pure white head and neck are not, as 
some ornithologists have supposed, exclusively characteristic 
of very old individuals.—J. H. G.] 


GALLINAGO NIGRIPENNIS, Bon. Black-quilled Snipe. 

While Suipe-shooting on 25th May, 1884, my pointer 
stood like a rock at something, and for some little time I 
could not make out what it was; but looking carefully 
amongst the grass I found a wee Snipe, not long hatched, a 
pretty little fellow with a bill about ł of an inch long, and 
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rich dark brown downy plumage spotted with white. He 
stood fearlessly on my hand till I carefully put him back, 
and on moving some distance from the spot, I had the satis- 
faction of seeing the old bird quietly skim along and settle 
down by the youngster. 


GALLINAGO Magor (Gmel.). Solitary Snipe. 

Male, 8th March, 1883. 

Male, 26th November, 1883. 

Male, 5th December, 1883. : 

Numbers of these Snipes arrived in November 1883, bnt 
they were not so large and heavy as those obtained in March 
and April, the usual time fer the appearance of this species ; 
an occasional specimen may, however, be met with here at 
any time of the year. 


Macueres puenax (Linn.). Ruff. 

Female, Potchefstroom, 25th September, 1883. 

This species occurs in gradually increasing numbers, 
appearing pretty regularly in September and remaining 
throughout our summer months; during the past summer 
(1884-85) it has been very plentiful, considerable flocks 
feeding on the cultivated lands, wheat, stubbles, &c. 


TRINGA MINUTA, Leisl. Little Stint. 

Potchefstroom, December 1883. 

A few of these tiny Sandpipers occur in this neighbourhood. 

[The specimen sent retains a few feathers of the nesting- 
plumage, but otherwise it is in winter garb.—J. H. G.] 


Toraxus GLAREOLA (Linn.). Wood-Sandpiper. 

Female, Potchefstroom, 28th August, 1883. 

Female, Potchefstroom, 8th December, 1883. 

I fancy that this species is yearly becoming more common. 

[Of the two specimens sent, that killed in August is in 
the breeding-dress, which the December bird has in great 
measure, though not entirely, lost.—J. H. G.] 


TRincoipes HypoLteucus (Linn.). Common Sandpiper. 
Female, Potchefstroom, 15th August, 1883. 


This is a scarce specics here, but a solitary bird is occa- 
sionally seen. 
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375. Nycticorax Leuconotus, Wagl. White - backed 
Night-Heron. 

The specimen sent, which is the first I have met with, was 
one of a pair shot by Mr. Lucas on the river Hex, in the 
Rustenburg district. Mr. Lucas informs me that this pair 
of birds had a nest “ composed of rushes on water,” and con- 
taining five eggs; one of these, which Mr. Lucas sent to me, 
is white, with a faint tinge of green, and measures 143 x 1,5 
inch. 


376. Heroptas aLBA (Linn.). Great White Heron. 

Female, Potchefstroom, September 1883. Total length in 
flesh 36 inches. Iris yellow; bill and skin round the eye 
yellow; tarsi and feet entirely black. 

[I have taken the following additional measurements from 
this specimen, in which the decomposed feathers of the back 
are very slightly developed :—Buill from forehead 4+1 inches, 
do. from gape 5; wing 14°7, tarsus 5'7; middle toe s. u. 3°5. 
—J. II. G.] 

Female, Potchefstroom, 19th January, 1884. With long 
back-plumes. Length in the flesh 38 inches, bill from gape 54 
[from forehead 4:1.—J. H. G.], wing 15, tarsus 6. Iris pale 
yellow; bill chrome-yellow with black edges; bare skin at 
the base of the bill and about the eye greenish ; shanks, legs, 
and feet black; decomposed tufts of feathers on the rump 
and breast creamy white. 

This lovely Heron is generally scarce and difficult to get 
in our district. 

[The above measurements may be compared with those of 
a specimen of Herodias intermedia given by Mr. Sharpe in 
‘The Ibis, 1877, p. 849.—J. H. G.] 


PLEGADIS FALCINELLUS (Linn.). Glossy Ibis. 

Male, nearly adult, Potchefstroom, 4th March, 1884. Iris 
umber-brown; bill ashy bottle-green; a narrow line of 
dingy white immediately before the feathers of the head just 
at the back of the eye; tarsi and feet pinkish ash-colour. 

Female, nearly adult, Potchefstroom, 10th August, 1883. 

The Glossy Ibis is always a scarce bird here. 

[I have taken the following measurements from the above 
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pair of birds, which show the difference in size between the 
sexes in this species :— 


Bill from forehead 
along the course 


of the culmen. Wing. Tarsus. Middle toes. x. 
im. m. in. in. 
Male mae. 54 1153 oe RAT 
Female nn... +3 106 Bs) 205 


PLATALEA TENUIROsTRIS, Temm. Slender-billed Spoonbill. 

Female, shot on the Mooi river near Potchefstroom, 29th 
October, 1882. 

This species, though seldom obtained, can hardly be called 
a searce visitor to these parts during our winter months. 


Casarca cana (Gmel.). South-African Shell-Ducek. 
This is always a very scarce species with us; it is more 
like a Goose than a Duck in its habits and appearance. 


Povicers cristatus (Linn.). Great Crested Grebe. 

Male in full breeding-dress, shot 2nd September, 1883. 

This Grebe is exceedingly scarce with us; the specimen 
sent was obtained by my brother on the river near Potchef- 
stroom. 

[I annex the measurements of this specimen, together 
with those of four other South-African examples: two of 
the latter have already been recorded in ‘The Ibis,’ 1869, 
p. 308, but I repeat them here for the sake of comparison ; the 
other two have been kindly lent to me by Canon ‘Tristram. 


Bill froni 


Wine. Tarsus. forehead. 
m. Wt. m. 
A. g, Transvaal (vide Ibis, 
BOEN en S 650 225 175 
B. g, Transvaal (recorded 
DOVE) E E, 6:25 220 1-20 
C. Transvaal (Canon Tris- 
wamiis Collection) m. n.: 7:40 225 1-0 
Do Sonphmines ’ (de.) .. 710 220 185 


E. 9, Walvisch Bay (ride 
Lis, SRO ieee eee ao ates 700 es 175 
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These measurements are, for the most part, somewhat less 
than those of four European examples with which I have 
compared them, and which I find to be as under :— 


Bill from 
Wing. Tarsus. forehead. 
in. in. in. 
i NO cabo ata angie 7°25 27) 2-00 
MUG ayy Se ware wan 745 225 175 
DOs) < hee eee 770 2h 395) 1:90 
Leadenhall Market........ 7°90 240 2 00 


I think it also worthy of remark that the three South- 
African specimens which I have marked as B, C, and D, 
though in full breeding-dress, show no trace of the white 
line immediately above the eye, which is usual in British 
specimens when in full plumage, and which has only been 
absent in one such example that I have examined, a Norfolk 
specimen killed in August, when the nuptial dress was no 
longer at its fullest. : 

Unfortunately, the two South-African skins which I re- 
ferred to in ‘The Ibis’ for 1869 are not now in wy possession, 
and I am unable to say whether the white superciliary line 
was absent in them also.—J. H. G.] 


Popicers MINOR (Linn.). Little Grebe. 

Male, Potchefstroom, 12th August, 1883. In very nearly 
full breeding-dress. 

This species, though by no means numerous in the Trans- 
vaal, breeds there in suitable localities, but shows itself more 
in winter than in summer. 

[I have examined two skins of this species from Natal 
and two from Transvaal, all of which exhibit a slightly 
greater amount of white on the secondaries than is usual in 
British specimens, but less than I have found on the secon- 
daries of an Indian example which I have also examined.— 


J. H. G.] 


